ORDER OF SERVICE
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
September 25, 2022
10:00 AM HOLY COMMUNION
1928 BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER

VOLUNTARY
PRELUDE
Vater unser im Himmelreich, IGB 24

Georg Bohm (1667-1733)

Please stand.
HYMN 776
Sung by all

Azmon
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THE PREPARATION
Celebrant

Let us pray.

Please kneel as you are able.
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Celebrant

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW
Celebrant

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith.

Celebrant

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto
it; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all
the Law and the Prophets.

KYRIE ELEISON
Sung by all

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
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THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY
Celebrant

Keep, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church with thy perpetual mercy; and, because
the frailty of man without thee cannot but fall, keep us ever by thy help from all things
hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
THE EPISTLE
Lay Reader

James 4:1-12
The Epistle is written in the fourth chapter of the General Epistle of James.
From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your
lusts that war in your members? 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and
cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 3 Ye ask, and
receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.
4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of
God. 5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth
to envy? 6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble. 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. 9 Be afflicted, and
mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 11 Speak not evil
one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother,
speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a
doer of the law, but a judge. 12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to
destroy: who art thou that judgest another?
Here endeth the Epistle.
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PSALM 1

Beatus vir qui non abiit

William Beale

1 Blessèd is the man that hath not walked in the counsel of the ungodly,* nor stood in
the | way of | sinners:
and hath not | sat in • the | seat of • the | scornful.
2 But his delight is in the | law of • the | Lord:
and in his law will he | exer-cise him-| self • day and | night.
3 And he shall be like a tree | planted • by the | water-side:
that will bring | forth his | fruit in • due | season.
4 His leaf also | shall not | wither:
and look,* whatsoever he | do-eth,| it shall | prosper.
5 As for the ungodly, it is not | so with | them:
but they are like the chaff,* which the wind scattereth a-| way • from the | face of
• the | earth.
6 Therefore the ungodly shall not be able to | stand in • the | judgment:
neither the sinners in the congre-| ga-tion | of the | righteous. [2nd half]
[7] But the Lord knoweth the | way of • the | righteous:
and the | way of • the un-| godly • shall | perish.
Glory be to the Father, and | to the | Son:
and | to the | Holy | Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,* is now and | ever | shall be:
world | without | end. A-| men.
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HOLY GOSPEL

O God, my heart is ready, my heart is • ready: I will sing and give praise with the best
mem•ber that I have.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 6:24-34

Deacon

The Holy Gospel is written in the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to
St. Matthew, beginning at the twenty-fourth verse.

All

Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Deacon

No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what
ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than
meat, and the body than raiment? 26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not,
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them.
Are ye not much better than they? 27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit
unto his stature? 28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29 And yet I say unto you, That
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Wherefore, if God
so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven,
shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31 Therefore take no thought,
saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be
clothed? 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore
no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

All

Praise be to thee, O Christ.
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THE NICENE CREED
Said by all
I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things
visible and invisible:
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God;
Begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very
God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the Father; By whom all things
were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, And was
incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man: And was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried: And the third day he
rose again according to the Scriptures: And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the
right hand of the Father: And he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick
and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost,
The Lord, and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; Who with
the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; Who spake by the
Prophets: And I believe one Catholic and Apostolic Church: I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins: And I look for the Resurrection of the dead: And the
Life of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand.
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HYMN 463
Sung by all

Hereford

Please be seated.
SERMON

The Rev. David Browder, Rector

Please remain seated.
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THE OFFERTORY
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
ANTHEM "If ye then be ris'n with Christ"
Sung by the Choir
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God.
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
Words: Colossians 3:1-4
Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)
Please stand.
AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
HYMN 139
Sung by all
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INTERCESSIONS
Celebrant

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church.

Please kneel as you are able.
PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH
Celebrant

Almighty and ever-living God, who by thy holy Apostle hast taught us to make prayers,
and supplications, and to give thanks for all men; We humbly beseech thee most
mercifully to accept our alms and oblations, and to receive these our prayers, which
we offer unto thy Divine Majesty; beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal
Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord: And grant that all those who do
confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and
godly love.
We beseech thee also, so to direct and dispose the hearts of all Christian Rulers, that
they may truly and impartially administer justice, to the punishment of wickedness
and vice, and to the maintenance of thy true religion, and virtue.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all Bishops and other Ministers, that they may, both
by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly
administer thy holy Sacraments.
And to all thy People give thy heavenly grace; and especially to this congregation here
present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear, and receive thy holy
Word; truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succour
all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other
adversity.
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and
fear; beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service, and to
give us grace so to follow their good examples, that with them we may be partakers
of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only
Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Deacon

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with
your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God,
and walking from henceforth in his holy ways; Draw near with faith, and take this
holy Sacrament to your comfort; and make your humble confession to Almighty God,
devoutly kneeling.

People

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men;
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we, from time
to time, most grievously have committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy
Divine Majesty, Provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do
earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; The remembrance
of them is grievous unto us; The burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us,
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee
In newness of life, To the honour and glory of thy Name; Through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness
of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him; Have
mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen
you in all goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all who truly turn to him.
Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew
11:28
So God loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16
Hear also what Saint Paul saith. This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be
received, That Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15
Hear also what Saint John saith. If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the Propitiation for our sins.
1 John 2:1 & 2.

Please stand.
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THE CONSECRATION
SURSUM CORDA

Celebrant

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying:

SANCTUS
Sung by all

Please kneel as you are able.
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PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
Celebrant

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender
mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our
redemption; who made there (by his one oblation of himself once offered) a full,
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual
memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again: For in the
night in which he was betrayed, he took Bread; and when he had given thanks, he
brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given
for you; Do this in remembrance of me. Likewise, after supper, he took the Cup; and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of this; for this is my
Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission
of sins; Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly
beloved Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make
here before thy Divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto
thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his
blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto
us by the same.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy
gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son
our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion,
may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness, mercifully to accept this our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits
and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole
Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. And
here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee, that we, and
all others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the
most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and
heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we
in him. And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee
any sacrifice; yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service; not
weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by
whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honour and glory be unto
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.
And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say:
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Said by all
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE COMMUNION
PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS
Celebrant

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as
to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property
is always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean
by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
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AGNUS DEI
Sung by all

Priest

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for thee and feed on him in thy heart by faith, with thanksgiving.

All Christians baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are welcome to receive the Body and
Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the sacrament of the Eucharist.
Baptized children are also welcome to either take communion or receive a blessing. The custom at Saint
Thomas’ is for children to be instructed and Confirmed by the Bishop before taking Communion.
To receive Communion, receive the consecrated bread in the palm of your hand and then sip the consecrated
wine directly from the chalice; or receive the consecrated bread into the palm of your hand and dip (or
“intinct”) the bread into the consecrated wine in the chalice. If you do not wish to receive Communion, please
cross your arms across your chest, and you will be given a Blessing.
If it is physically difficult for you to come to the altar rail, please notify an usher and a minister will be
delighted to bring Communion to you where you are seated.
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ANTHEM "Verily, verily, I say unto you"
Sung by the choir
Verily, verily, I say unto you: except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have
no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him
up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my
flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.
Words: John 6:53-56
Music: Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)
HYMN 212
Sung by all

Bread of Heaven
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Celebrant

Let us pray.

Please kneel as you are able.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Celebrant

Almighty and ever-living God, we most heartily thank thee, for that thou dost
vouchsafe to feed us who have duly received these holy mysteries, with the spiritual
food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; and
dost assure us thereby of thy favour and goodness towards us; and that we are very
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, which is the blessed company
of all faithful people; and are also heirs through hope of thy everlasting kingdom, by
the merits of his most precious death and passion. And we humbly beseech thee, O
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour
and glory, world without end. Amen.

Please stand.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Sung by all
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Please kneel as you are able.
THE BLESSING
Celebrant

The Peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the Blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain
with you always. Amen.

Please stand.
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HYMN 404
Sung by all

Song 67

VOLUNTARY
"Fête"

Jean Langlais (1909-1991)
As the Voluntary is an offering to God’s glory, please refrain from offering applause.
The congregation is invited to remain seated, or to depart quietly
to allow those who remain the opportunity to listen to the organ music or to offer private prayers.
Copyright permission to reproduce all music in this Order of Service
has been obtained from CCS (License #11313).

The flowers on the Lord’s Table are given to the glory of God and
in loving memory of her mother, Martha Carter Beck,
and her father, Michael Joseph Beck,
by Mary, Joe, and Luca Karpati.
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ACOLYTES
Nicholas Bowden, Annabelle McCutcheon
ALTAR GUILD
Pam Copeland, Helena Finley, Cettina Halsey, Kristen Williams
LAY READER
Amy Ernest
GREETER
Bronwyn Campbell
USHERS
Parry Lauzon, Bob Reimers, Tyler Spoede

VESTRY
Mark Grimley
Lola McIntosh
Ann Saye
Ellie Smith

Bronwyn Campbell
William Pannill
Karen Peterson
Robert Reimers

Beth Ernest
Chuck Flournoy
Phil Hatley
Anne Marie Stewart

Senior Warden: Mark Grimley
Junior Warden: Chuck Flournoy
Treasurer: Jan Shullenberger
Your prayers are requested for:
The Headmaster Search Committee members and their mission
&
Amy
Bob
Brenda
Catherine
The Haddad Family

Hunter
Joan
John
Lisa
M.J.

Marliann
Mike
Sonia
Terry
Wanda

Please pray for those serving in the armed forces.
William Thomas Beall
Capt. Spencer Budden
Lt. Col. Lee Doggett

Will Doyle
Shawn Stanley Garcia
Daniel Graves

James Park
Tyler Rosillo
Brooke Torres

PRAYER LIST GUIDELINES
If you have friends or family members that you would like to include on these lists, please contact MaryDodd Dubbert in the Church Office at 713-666-3111 or dubbert.md@ste.church with the name to be added
to the updated lists. The names on the list will remain in the Orders of Worship for one month.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
For updates and more information about events and activities, visit our website, ste.church.
ECHO TONIGHT IS EVENSONG IN THE CHURCH AT 5:00 PM
We have a special ECHO choral evensong service sung by the Parish Choir and Trebles this evening
in the church. This contemplative service will feature Herbert Sumsion's beloved Evening Service
in G and an anthem setting of John Henry Newman's prayer "O Lord, Support Us," by the
contemporary organist and composer David Briggs. There will also be hymns and other music,
along with the commissioning of our newest choristers, and a reception following.
VESTRY NOMINATIONS
The vestry nomination process is open through October 7 for 2023 vestry members. Vestry
members serve a three-year term beginning in January 2023, with ten meetings throughout the
calendar year. Candidates must be pledging adult members of the parish in good standing. We
welcome input from parishioners in order to select new members for the coming year. If you know
of someone who you think would make a good candidate for the vestry of St. Thomas’ Episcopal
Church, please email your nominations to Mary-Dodd in the church office at
dubbert.md@ste.church.
ALPHA!
Alpha will continue on Thursday evenings through November 17. We are thankful for your
donations and your continued prayers for God’s provision and blessing for the program, the
volunteers, and the attendees. Please contact Susan Wescott at wescott.susan@ste.church for more
information.
MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT: Houston Southwest YoungLives
YoungLives is Young Life’s ministry to pregnant and parenting teen moms at Bellaire, Lamar, and
Westbury High Schools. YoungLives just began their second year of meeting at Saint Thomas’. The
moms are supported with mentors and meet twice monthly on Thursday evenings for a meal,
fellowship, and Bible study. Volunteers are always welcome to assist with meals, childcare, and
mentoring. Please see The Epistle for links to the YoungLives website and the volunteer sign-up for
meals or childcare. Please contact Kim Jackson at youngliveshoustonsw@gmail.com for details and
more information.
RECTOR’S WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Please sign up by email to be notified of announcements or schedule changes that may come up.
Email the church office to dubbert.md@ste.church.
•
•

Sundays at 9:00 AM:
Rector’s Forum continues with the New City Catechism, meeting in the Youth Room.
Wednesdays at 11:00 AM:
The Wednesday Bible Study meets both IN PERSON and ONLINE in the Shaw Hall first-floor
conference room. The online link will be available in the Epistle each week. Following a
four-week study of God’s Goodness, we will move into a book of the Bible.
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NURSERY AVAILABLE EACH SUNDAY FOR 10:00 AM SERVICE
Our nursery for children ages 4 and under is now open each Sunday during the 10:00 AM service.
The nursery opens at 9:45 AM. You may pick up your little ones at the end of the service.
KIDS MINISTRY
Kids Ministry for children age 4 through 6 th grade meets each Sunday during the 10:00 AM service
beginning at 10:00 AM. Children are taught an age appropriate lesson in an environment that allows
them to grow in their faith. Kids Ministry runs for the duration of the service on 2 nd and 5th Sundays.
YOUTH MINISTRY SUNDAYS 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Youth Ministry exists to help youth find and follow Jesus. The Saint Thomas’ Youth Group meets in
the Youth Room following the ECHO service, from 6:00 – 8:00 PM. All youths from 7th through 12th
grade are invited!
PRAYER MINISTRY
The Prayer Ministry at Saint Thomas' seeks to lift others up into the hands of Almighty God, through
our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ, who heals, renews, comforts, blesses, and restores. If you would like
prayers for yourself or someone else, please contact Mary-Dodd in the church office at
dubbert.md@ste.church. Names will be added to the published prayer list for one month. Requests
can remain confidential when requested.
ONLINE STREAMING OF SERVICES
We will continue to stream our Sunday 10:00 AM service on Facebook Live, YouTube and our Saint
Thomas’ website.
SOCIAL MEDIA
Be sure to follow us on Social Media. Instagram: stecmeyerland; Twitter: stecmeyerland; Facebook:
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church.
Cash Flow Summary through August, 2022
Receipts: $773,349
Disbursements: $910,323
Surplus/(Deficit): $(136,974)
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